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« Tix. ili. 16. And without Controverſy great is the 
| Feſb, &c. | 
2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. All Scripture is given by Inſpi- 
{| ration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in RighteouF-! 
| neſs : That the Man of God may be perfect, throughly: 
furniſhed unto all good Works, Vide 2 PET.. i. 21. 

1 Cok. i. 17. Chriſt ſent me——to preach the Goſpel; 
not with Wiſdom of Parke, left the CH of  Chrift 


Myſtery of Godline/s God was" manifeſt in the} 


ſhould be of none Effect. Ver. 22, 23 


te Greeks 


Jeek after Wiſdom. ; 
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DAVID BOYLE 
Earl f GLASGO W, 


Viſcount of Kelbutn, Lord Boyle 
of Stewattoun, Cambray, Fens | 
wick, Largs and Dalrye: 


Some time one of the Lords of het Majelth 
Lueen Anne's maſt Honourable Prioy- 
Council of the Kingdom of Scotland; - 
one of the Lords Canimiſſioners of her 
Majeſty's Treaſury and 435 hequer, Lord 
Treaſurer Deputy of of the ſaid Kingdoms 
her Majeſty's Commiſſioner to. the Genes 
ral Aſſembly of the Church. of Scotland, 
and, ſince the Union of Great Britainz 

Tord Regiſter of Scotland, Ge. 


My Loxo, 

had no other Deſign in coiphſh: ' 

ing and Preaching this: Sermon 

than to throw in ,my. ſin: = D 
88 Mite, with others: of greater A- 1 

bilities, in giying a Teſtimony for' re ve * 3 
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3 
Religion, againſt the growing Infidelity of 
this Age, tho' at length, the Sollictation 
of Friends induc'd me to publiſh it, much 


entry to my firſt Intention. C7 


| No ſooner had I reſolved to print it, 
| than your Lordſhip's zealous Appearance, 
in Parliament, at the late happy Revolu: 
tion, for re-eſtabliſhing presbyterial Govern- 
ment in this national Church; for ratifying 
the Weſtminſter C onfeſton of Faith, as the 
Standard of her Doctrine; and your ſteady 
Adherence to the Revolution 'Settlement, 
both in Church and State, ever ſince, pre- 
ſented themſelves to my Mind: Which, with 
a grateful Senſe of your Favours to my- 
ſelf, did quickly determine me, under whoſe 
protection it ſhould be emitted: Hoping 
it will find Acceptance with your Lordihip, 
when you obſerve that its principal Scope 
and Deſign is no other than the Glory of 
God, the Preſeryation of the Purity of that 
Doctrine and Worſhip, and the Safety of 
that Government, for which you ſo early 


appeared... 


. Tam ſenſible, that Dedications are uſual- 


171 made up of Pancgyricks, where the Au- 
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thors labour to fgnalizo their Patrons, by 


ſhining Characters, above other Mortals ; 
But that, my Lord, I have not thought 
proper, nor neceſſary ; ſince your Lordſhip's 
Character has been ſufficiently diſtinguiſh- 
ec, to all the true Lovers of Chriſt, with- 
in this National Church; in whoſe Aflem- 
blies you have ſeveral Times had the Ho- 
nour to repreſent the Perſon of your Sove- 
reign, 


I own, my Lord, I want not a ſtrong In- 
clination, when ſuch an Opportunity offers, 
to make juſt Encomiums upon your Me- 
rit and Virtues, which I am ſo well pleas'd 
with; but forbear it, to prevent Suſpicion 
of Flattery: And ſhall only ſay in the gene- 
ral, that yourr Lordſhip's Qualifications are 
ſuch, as not only perſuade, but command 
an Intimation of them. 


Txar God may till continue to bleſs 
your Lordſhip and Noble Family, with an 
Afluence of ſpiritual and temporal Good 
'Things ; and enable your Progeny to imi- 
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Goſpel, to the Goſpel, to the lateſt Poſteri⸗ 
be the ſervent Projer 


ty, is. and mall be 


of, 


My LORD; 


Four Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
much obliged, and moſt faithful 


bumble Servant 


A SERMON preached 


at the Opening of the Pro- 
vincial Synod of Drumſries. 


2 Cor. v. 20. 


Now then, we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho 
God did beſeech you by us; We pray you in Chriſt's 
Stead, be ye reconciled to God, 
| | 


HE Spirit of God in the ſacred 
q Scriptures, to ſet forth the Ex- 
I cellency and Uſefulneſs of the 
Miniſterial Office, hath been 
pleaſed ro deſcribe Goſpel Mi- 
niſters, by ſeveral meraphorical 
Names and Dcſignations, and 
call them Paſiors or Shepherds, 
they being to rule and feed the Flock of Chriſt the 
Chief „ N Kars, to give Light in his ſpiritu- 
al Kingdom ; nay, the Light of the World ; Stew- 
ards of the Myſteties of * to diſtribute the . 


* 
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of Liſe to his nend ; Watchmen in the Church, 
the City of God, to obſerve and warn her of ap- 
proaching Dangers ; and in our Text, Ambaſſadors, 
it being a principal Part df their Work, to carry 
and proclaim the Offers of Peace and Reconciliati- 
on to Sinners, and to pray and perſwade them to 
be reconciled to God. 

Our Apoſtle, to wipe off the Calumnies caſt 
upon him and the Goſpel, by ſcveral falſe Teachers 
at Corinth, doth in the ſecond and third Chapters 
of this Epiſtle, commend and magnify his Miniſtry, 
in reſpe& ot its Matter, his Manner of preaching, 
its general Succeſs in every Place, its Efficacy upon 

the Cormibians themſelves, and upon ſome other 
Accounts. And in the two Verſes immediately 
preceeding our Text, he commends it further in 
two reſpects. 1. In regard of th: Goſpel's great 
End and Deſign, which is to perſwade cle& Sinners 

to be reconciled to God; hence it is called the Mi- 
uiſtry and the Word of Reconciliation. 2dly. In re- 
ſpett of its Author, who is God, the ſupreme Lord 
and Lawgiver. The Goſpel is not a human Inven- 
tion, but a Divine Inſtitution, ſupernaturally re- 
veal'd, and theretore moſt excellent. | 
© God having reconciled elect Sinners to himſelf, by 
the Death of his Son, he hath commiſſionate his 
Apoſtles and other Goſpel Miniſters, to preach and 
publiſh this Reconciliation, to ſuch of them as are 
yet in a State of Enmity, and to beſeech and entreat 
them to be reconciled unto him. He hath commit- 
ted wito us, ſaith the Apoſtle, or as it is in the Ori- 
ginal h & u, putting, or he hath put into us, 
The Word of Reconciliation. And hence he infers 
the Words of our Text as a native Concluſion, as 
appears by the illative Particle d, therefore; we 
4 _ 7. 
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then (or therefore) * are Ambaſſadors for Chrift, 
as tho God did beſeech you by us: We pray you in 
Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled to Cod. | 

In theſe Words, we have two Things in gene- 
ral. 1/f. The Nature and Dignity of the Miniſte- 
rial Office deſcribed. 2dly, The Nature of the Mi- 
niſterial H/ork explain d. | 

Firſt, The Nature and Dignity of the Miniſteri- 
al Office deſcribed ; We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt : 
Where we have, ff. The Perſons honoured to bear 
this Office, expreſt by the Prenoun, Ve: That the 
Apoſtle ſays this, not only of himſelf and the other 
Apoſtles, but likewiſe of all the ordinary Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, in that and the ſucceeding Ages, ap- 
pears from the Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence with 
them to the End of the World, Mat. xxviii. 20. 
which cannot be reſtricted ro the Apoſtles, who 
were to die, and their extraordinary Office to ccaſe 
with them; bur ir ought to be extended to theſe 
who were to ſucceed them in the Miniſterial Office, 
in every Age, to the World's End. 2dly, The Na- 
ture of this Office, it is an Embaſly, We are Am- 
baſſadors. In the Greek it is but one Word, 
,, Legatione fungimur, we execute an 
Embaſſy; or we do the Duty and execute the Of- 
fice of an Ambaſſador. And this Word is very 
Emphatick ; for the Word of Action ſignifying the 
Office, thews that theſe Officers muſt be Men of 
Action. 3dly, The Dignity of their Office lics in 
this, that their Embaſly is of a ſpiritual Nature. 
They are not Ambaſſadors for any mortal Prince, 
but for Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, who was 
dead and is alive, and liveth for evermore ; and is 
infinitely exalted above all the Kings of the Earth, 


A 2 Secondly, 


CEL 

Secondly, The Nature ot the Miniſterial Vork 
is explain'd in theſe Words, As tho* God did beſeech 
you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to Cod. Where we ſee, that the great Work 
which Miniſters have to do, is to reconcile ele& 
Sinners to God ; which, indeed, is a Work of the 
greateſt Importance to precious Souls, The Capacity 
in which they do this, is in Chriſi*s Stead, as his Vice- 
erents ; and the Manner how they are to manage 
it, is with humble, meck and condeſcending Pray- 
ers and Entreaties; which theſe to whom they are 
ſent ſhould comply with, as if God bimſelf did be- 
ſeech them. Theſe Words, thus explain'd, will af- 

ford us this Doctrine. | 
T x a tT Goſpel Miniſters are Chriſt's Ambaſſa- 
dors, ſent to treat with Sinners about their Recon- 

Ciliation to God. | ita 

In ſpeaking to this Propoſition, thro* Divine 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall, 

I. Sx = W, in a few Things, the Analogy or Re- 
ſemblance between Goſpel Miniſters and the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of ſecular Princes. whom they ſend to treat 
with other Princes or People, upon ſome weighty and 


important Buſineſs. 
1 S Ax ſomething of the Reconciliation of Sin- 
ners to God, which Chrift ſends his Ambaſſadors ta 
treat. with them about. And, | 
III. VAE ſome Application of it, ſuitable to 
the preſent Occaſion. | 
I. Tun Analogy between Goſpel Miniſters 
and the Ambaſſadors of ſecular Princes or States, 
will be evident in theſe few Particulars.  _ 
1. An Ambaſſador hath a Commiſſion from the 
Prince that ſends him, with ample In/trudFions how 
to manage the Work be is ſent about; ſo Goſpel 
niſters have their Commyſſiog from Jelug (ants 
| Was 
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5 | 
either in an immediate, or in a mediate Way; which 
will be clear in an Inſtance or two. | BY 
TH x twelve Apoſtles had their Commiſſion and 
Inſtructions immediately from the Lord, while he 
was with them on the Earth, as we ſee in the Go- 
ſpel Hiſtories, writ by the Holy Evangeliſts (a). 
And atter Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection, when 
udas was gone to his Place, this Commiſſion to 
diſpenſe Goſpel Ordinances, was renewed by him 
to the eleven Apoſtles, whom he en joyns to go teach 
all Nat ions, baptiæing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gboſt; teach- 
ing them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I haue 
commanded you, ſaith he ; and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the End of the World (b).And like- 
wiſe Paul, the thirteenth Apoſtle, had his Com- 
miſſion and Inſtructions immediately from the Lord, 
after his Aſcenſion to Heaven. This Apoſtle, re- 
peating the Hiſtory of his Converſion, Act. xxvi. 
16, 17. ſays, that the Lord ſaid to him, Riſe and 
ſtand upon thy Feet: For I have appeared unto thee 
for this Purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter, and a 


| Witneſs both of theſe Things which thou haſt ſeen, 

aud of thoſe Things wherein I will appear unto thee, 
N delivering thee from the People, and from the Gen- 
) tiles, unto whom I now ſend thee, And he tells the 


Galatians, that the Goſpel which he preached was 
| not after Man: For, ſays he, I neither receiv'd it 
from Man, neither was I taught it, but by the Re- 
| wvelation of Feſus Chriſt (c). Bot, this extraordinary 
Call and Commiſſion, we find not given to any 
ſince the Apoſtles Days. | 


— | —_— 
(a) Math, x. 1, —— Mark. iii. 13, —— 20. Luke. vi. 

J3- 2 17s (6) Mat xxviii. 19, 20, (c) Gal. i, 11, 122 
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THe other, which is the ordinary Way of cal- 
ling, is mediate, by Means of the Church. The 
Church, upon Trial, calls and conſecrates Men to 
this ſacred Office, according to that Power and 
Authority, which ſhe derives from the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, her alone King and Head: And thefe that 
are thus called, have their Commiſſion as really 
from the Lord, as theſe that had it the former Way. 
Matthias, who was made an Apoftk in the room of 
Judas, received his Commiſſion this Way, from 
the Lord, who directed the Lot to fall upon him, 
tho he was choſen by the A poſtles (d). So, Timothy, 
Titus, Appollos, and all the other Evangeliſts and 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſince the Apoſtles Times, 
receive their Commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt in a me- 
diate Way. The Apoſtle ſhews plainly, that as the 
Lord gave Prophets and Apoſtles, theſe extraordina- 
ry Miniflers, ſo he gave alſo Evangeliſts, Paſtors 
and Teachers, Eph. iv. 12. -- 16. So that both theſe 
extraordinary and ordinary Miniſters have their 
Commiſ/ion from the ſame Lord, tho* in a different 
Manner. | | 

AND then, as Chriſt's Ambaſſadors have their 
Commi//ion, ſo they have alſo their InfiruFions from 
him; and theſe are recorded in the Holy Scriptures ; 
whence it appears, That Minifters are to take heed 
to themſelves, and to all the. Flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt bath made them Overſeers (e). To feed 
the Flock of God which is among them (f), with 
tbe Knowledge of the Myſtery of Godlineſs. They 
muſt preach the Word, and be inſtant in Seaſon and out 
of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke and exhort with als Long- 
MW ot 5 9 © ſuffermg 
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Aren and Doctrine (g). They muſt ſpeak the 
Things that become ſound Doctrine (b). Iu Doctrine 
ſpewing Incorruptueſs, Gravity Sincerity, ſound Speech, 
which cannot be condemned (i). Miniſters are alſo in- 
ſtructed to pray with and for their People (&), and 
to rule and govern them according to the Laws of 
Chriſt ; with Power to infli& Church Cenſures upon 
ſuch as tranſgreſs the Goſpel Rules (7), and to pro- 
ceed to the higheſt in jo of Contumacy, Sc. (m). 
1 theſe and others, too many for us to relate at this 

ime, it plainly appears, that Chriſt's Ambaſſa- 
dors, the M nifters of the Goſpel, have ample Ju- 
ſtructious from Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Tux Ambaſſador muſt act in every Thing, 
conform to his Commiſſion, and theſe Rules and 
Iuſtructions which his Prince hath given him. It 
were bold Preſumption in the Ambaſſador of any 
ſecular Power, ſhould he lay aſide his Inſtructions, 
and betake himſelf ro his Reaſon or free Thought, in 
adjuſting Matters with a neighbouring Prince or. 
State: So Chriſt's Ambaſſadors muſt ſincerely en- 
deavour to act in every Thing according to the Com- 
miſſion and Inſtructions which our Lord hath given 
them; and not preſume to lay theſe aſide, and 
make Rules to themſelves, nor to act from a Prin- 
ciple of Reaſon only, altho* it were ſound, as it is 
not now, in our lapſed Eſtate. | 

Tur Will of God reveal'd in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, is the only Rule to wh ich we muſt ſuit our 
Lives aud Doctrines, and by which we muſt- try 
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(e) 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. (b) Tit. is. 1. () Tit. ii. 1, 8, ( 
| n bas 4 ii. 1, 2, (0 x Tim. v. 20. Cn) Tit, iii. 10. Mat. xviii, 
J, 18. N | 
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the Doctrines of others. f any Man ſpeak, ſays 
the Apoſtle, et him ſpeak as the Orac les of God 
(n). We muſt bear the Word at God's Mouth, and 
warn the People from him (o). And, we muſt alſo 
walk according to this Rule (p). The Apoſtle enjoins 
us, to try the Spirits whether they be of God (q), to 
prove all Things, and hold faſt that which is good (x). 
But he no where preſcribes our Reaſon, as the Rule 
and Standard whereby we ſhould make this Trial, 
nor leaves it to our own Free-thought, to embrace 
what appears moſt ſuirable thereto. The Word of 
God is the only Touch ſtone, by which this Trial 
is to be made, and to this the Spirit of God directs 
us, J/a. viii. 20. To the Law and to the Teſtimony, 
if they ſpeak not according to this Mord, it is becauſe 
there is no Light in them | 
W = do not diſown, That human Reaſon is many 
Ways uſeful in preaching the ' Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
bath for Illuſtration of Divine Myſteries by carthly 
Things, as our Saviour frequently did; for draw- 
ing neceſſary Concluſions from Principles of Divine 
Revelation; for comparing Spiritual Things with 
Spiritual, the Opinions of the Learned, and the De- 
crees of Councils, with the infallible Rule of God's 
Word. Let ſare, our Reaſon cannot be the Rule 
of Faith; nor are we with Scinians to reject thoſe 
Things in Religion, which our carnal Reaſon cannot 
comprehend. — E 
3 In ER E are many dvovoire hard Knots in Nature 
which Reaſon with all its Improvements has never 
found out. Thou knoweſt not, ſays Solomon, bow 
| | the 
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(% 1 pet. vi. 11. (o) Ezek. iti. 17, (p) Gal. vi. 16. 
70 1 Joh. iv. 1. (r) 1 Theſ. v. 21. Fin 


as ad 
the Bones grow in the Womb of ber that is with 
Child, Eccleſ. xi 5. Can any comprehend by Rea- 
ſon, why the Sun, being a luminous firey Globe, is 
not exhauſted, nor his Light diminiſhed by his in- 
lightning and warming. the World, for almoſt ſix 
"Thouſand Years ? Or, what is the Cauſe of the 
Ebbing and Flowing of the Sca ? Can Reaſon de- 
termine infallibly, whether it is a ſubterrancous 
Fermenation of nitrous betuminous Matter, oc- 
caſioned by the Approach of the Moon, as ſome 
think; Or, if otherwiſe, What is the real Cauſe of 
it ? This Queſtion was ſo perplexing to, Ariſtotle, 
that great Philoſopher and Maſter ot Reaſon, that 
he rightly aſcribes it to an occult Quality, as ſome 
others have done. | 
Tno' ſeveral Hypotheſes have been fram'd by 
Aſtronomers, to explain and demonſtrate the Mo- 
tions of the Celeſtial Bodies; yet none of theſe 
have been able to ſolve. the Phenomena to the 
Satisfaction of all the learn'd and judicious. And 
altho', it is true, that ſome of our learned Aſtrono- 
mers, by their aſſiduous Care and Diligence, have 
come very near to the Truth in computing and 
fixing the Periods of the Revolutions of theſe heaven- 
ly Bodies; yet this is not ſo much to be aſcribed to 
Lats, as to the A ſſiſtance they have had from the 
Obſervations of the Ancients, and of ſome. of our 
modern Aſtronomers, . In fine, It will readily be 
owned, that many deep Myſteries ly yet undiſcover- 
ed, in the Natures and Vertues of Vegetables, in 
the Natures and Inſtincts of Inſects and other Ani- 
mals, and in the Production and Virtues of Me- 
tals and Minerals; tho Reaſon has been long exer- 
* Ciſed, and Experience oy frequent Experiments, 
| | hath 
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To 
hath made ſome by 3 in order to 
find out the Knowledge of theſe Things. 
Now, If Reaſon be too ſhort ſighted to ſolve 
theſe Difficulties, and diſcover the Cauſes of theſe 
natural 'Things, which are more properly its Ob- 
jet ; To be ſure, it cannot be the Rule of Religi- 
on, nor capable to comprehend theſe ſupernatural 
Myſteries, which, we plead, can only be kaown 
by Divine Revelation. 8 
Tno' there is nothing againſt Reaſon within the 
Sphere of our holy Religion; yet it contains many 
Myſteries which are far above it, and could never 
been diſcovered thereby. Could our Reaſon have 
found out that glorious Myſtery of the Trinity of 
Perſons in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence ; or the 
Incarnation of the Son of God ? Could our Reaſon 
comprehend how a Virgin ſhould conceive and bear 
a Su, Or diſcover the hypoſtatical Union of the 
divine and human Natures, in the Perſon of Chrift, 
God Man ? Sure theſe, and many other fundamen- 
tal Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, can never be 
examin'd by the Touch-ſtone of Reaſon ; they be- 
Ing Myſteries of Faith, which we muſt firmly aſſent 
to, becauſe of the Authority of God, who hath re- 
vealed them to us in his ſacred Oracles. That the 
Myſteries of Faith are above the Sphere of our 
Reaſon, appears from 1 Coy. ii. 14. where the A- 
poſtle tells us, That the natural Man receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit of God: For they are Fooliſh- 
neſs unto him, neither can be know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. And turther, ſhould no- 
thing be admitted in Religion, but what is found- 
ed cn the Principles of Reaſon, then, our Faith 
ſbould ftaud in the Wiſdom of Men, not in the Power 
of God ; as the Apoſtle argues, 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. To 
| con- 
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conclude this Head; ſince our Reaſon is to feek in 
finding out the Secrets of Nature, and unable to 
comprehend ſupernatural Myſteries, ſhall any of 
Chriſt's Am s be ſo unfaithful to his Maſter, 
as to lay aſide his Inſtructions, made known by 
Divine Revelation, and commit himſelf to the 
Come of his Reaſon in managing ſo great a 

3. Tur Ambaſſador repreſents the Perſon of his 
Prince, ſo as whatever he delivers, conform to his 
Inſtruct ions, is as if the Prince that ſent him deliver- 
ed it perſonally, by his own Mouth: So rhe Am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt repreſent and perſonate this great 
Prince that ſends them. The Greek Prepoficion 
die, which, in the tormer Branch of our Text, is 
rendered for, when tis ſpoken of Perſons, denotes the 
Subſtitution of one in the Room of another: So we 
read in Rom. v 8. that CHriſt died for us; in the 
Greek, it is vip per, noſtro loco, in our Room: 
And, in the latter Clauſe of our Text, the Words, 
dre g, arc rendered in Chriſt's Stead. So that che 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt perſonate their Frince : Wucn 
they addreſs themſelves ro you, they ſtand in bis 
Stead, praying you to be reconciled to God. 

4. AmBAssaDors are ſometimes ſent to nego- 
tiate and conclude a Marriage, When a Prince is 
to marry one in another Country, he uſually ſeuds 
an Ambaſfador, as a Proxy, to court, and conclude 
the Marriage for him: So, the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, to court your Con- 
ſent to be married to him; 2 Cor. ii. 2. J Have e- 
ſpouſed you to one Husband, ſaith the Apoſtle, that 
I may preſent you as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt. When 
the Soul cloſeth with Chriſt by Faith, then the is 
eſpouſed unto him: The Marriage-contra& is then 

| | B 2 made 
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made up, tho' the Marriage is not conſummated, 
not fully compleated till after Death. This is a 
ſpecial End and Deſign of a Goſpel- miniſtry, to e- 
{;ouſe Souls ro Chriſt ; and when this Contract is 
made up betwixt Chriſt and the Believer, it is u- 
ſually a Time of Joy, and ſweet Communion with 
him, Cant. iii. 11. Go forth, O Daughters of Zion, 
ſays the Spouſe, and behold King Solomon with the 
Crown wherewith his Mother crowned bim in the 
Day of bis Eſpouſals, and in the Day of the Glad- 
ne ſ of bis Heart. | | | 

FJ. AmMBassaDOERSs are uſually ſent upon Nego- 
tiations of Peace; to reconcile and make up the Dif- 
ferences betwixt one Prince and another ; and ſome- 
times betwixt a Prince and his Rebel-Subje&s ; of- 
fering them an Indemnity and Pardon of all their 
Crimes, upon their laying down their Arms, and 
ſubmirting themſelves as loyal Subjects; So Chriſt 
ſends out his Miniſters to negotiate a Treaty of 
Peace and Reconciliation with rebellious Sinners, 
that they may, by ſincere and unfeigned Repentance, 
lay down the Weapons of their Rebellion and be- 
lieve in him: Upon which he offers them a free and 
ample Pardon of all their Sins; and, which is yet 
more, to make them the adopted Sons of God, and 

to give them a Right and Title to eternal Life and 
Felicity with him, in Glory hereafter. Tis one 
of his glorious Titles (a), that he is the Prince of 
Peace (b); He came and preached Peace to you that 
were afar off, and to them that were nigh: And 
(e) he ſends forth his Ambaſſadors to proclaim the 
glad Tidings of Peace and Reconciliation to God 


6 
” 1 
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(=) Ifa. in. 6. (6) Eph. ii, 15. (e) See Ads x. 36. 


= 


"BY 

thro' him. And this brings me to the next general 
Head propoſed ; which is, "af 
II. To ſpeak of this Reconciliation, which 
Chriſt hath ſent his Ambaſſadors to treat of with 
Rebel-finners: And, what your Time will allow 
me to ſay upon it, I ſhall lay down in a few Pro- 
poſitions. And, | 

1. Tunis Reconciliation ſuppoſeth, That Man 
was formerly in a State of Friendſhip with God, and 
that a Breach has been made betwixt them. God 
made Man upright (d), and while he retain'd his 
Integrity, he was in Favour and Friendſhip with 
God; But, Man having fallen, hath not only pro- 
voked the Lord to become his Enemy; but his 
Mind is filled with Enmity againſt him. The A- 
poſtle tells us, that in our natural, unregenerate 
Eſtate, we were Enemies to God in our Minds by 
wicked Works (e). | 

2. As it pleaſed God, of his mere Free-grace 
and Love, without the Previſion of Faith or good 
Works, to ele& a certain, definite Number of fallen 
Mankind (F), to be the Objects of his Love and 
Favour ; fo he hath graciouſly condeſcended to ſet 
Treaty on Foot, in order to their Recovery and Re- 
conciliation to him. In the Covenant of Redempti- 
on, the Son of God undertakes for the Ele&, that, 
in the Time agreed on by the Father and him, he 
will aſſume our Nature, and that, in their Room 
and Stead, and as Surety for them, he will pay a Price 
equivalent to the Injury done to God by their Sin z 
That by ſhedding his Blood for them, he will moke 
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1 
fall and compleat hs; ) Divine Juſtice that 
was leſed by Man's Offence. And the Father en- 
pages, That, this Satisfaction being made, he will 
e reconciled uno them; and that, for the Merits | 
of Chriſt, he will give them a plenary Pardon of 
Sin, apon their laying down their Arms and accept- 

ing of the Terms of Peace. 

3. AGREBABLY to this Covenant=tranſaRion, the 
eternal Son of God, having, in the Fulneſs of Time, 
aſſumed our Nature and become Man, did by his 
actiue Obedience fulfill the mandatory Part of the 
Law, and by his paſſive Obedience, by his Death 
and Sufferings, make full and compleat Satisfaction 
to the minatory Part, in paying the Penalty which 
the Law required: And fo hath not only reconciled 


God to us; but hath alſo reconciled the Elect to 


God. The Apdſile affirms, That when we were yet 
Enemies, we were reconciled to God by the Death of 
bis Son, Rom. v. 10. And (g) having made Peace by 
the Blood of bis Croſs, you that were ſometime alie- 
nated and Enemies in your Minds by wicked Works, 
get now hath he reconciled. The Oblation, or Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt was the Price that procured our Recon- 
ciliation, and by it we were reconciled meritoriouſty 
and virtualy; but we are actually reconciled to 
God by the Application of Chriſt and his Benefits 
ro us thro* Faith. This makes that virtual Re- 
conciliation become actual, as the Scripture ſhews 
- | 

4 Tun Goſpel is the ordinary Mean of this Ap- 
roman of Chriſt by Faith ; that being the Inſtru- 


(es) Col. i» 20, 21. 


t whereby Faith is begotten : For, Faith _ 
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IS ) 
by Hearing, and hd by the Word of God, Jews! 
x..17. And this Reconciliation by the Blood of 
Chriſt is offered to Men in the Goſpel, on certain 
Articles and Conditions, upon the Performance of 
which it actually becomes theirs; and without 
which, notwithſtanding of all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered, the Breach ſtill continues betwixt them 
and God. Now, theſe 'Terms and Conditions are 
Repentance of our Sins, and Faith, whereby we are 
united to Chriſt, In the firſt, we lay down our 
Arms againſt God; and it is meet it ſhould be fo, 
before he re-admit us into a State of Peace and Fa- 
your ; In the other, we accept of Chriſt and Peace 
thro him; yielding up ourſelves to his Government, 
and cordially cloſing with him. That theſe are the 
Terms, is plain from Scripture, where (Y) we ſee 
that ſuch as forſake their Sins and turn to the Lord, 
have the Promiſe of Mercy; and ſuch as are juſtified 
by Faith, have Peace with God, Rom. v. 1. 

5. CuaRisT being aſcended to Heaven, where he 
is our Interceſſor and Advocate at the Father's 
Right Hand, and to be no more in the World to 
treat with Sinners in Perſon, as he did in the Days 
of his Humiliation, that theſe gracious 'Terms and 
Conditions of Reconciliation might be propal'd and 
publiſh'd to ſuch as are yet in their Enmity againſt 
God, he hath eſtabliſn'd a ſtanding Office in his 
Church, even a Goſpel-miniſtry, whom he hath 
cloathed with Power and Authority to expound his 
Law, recorded in the Holy Scriptures, to inculcate 
and preſs the Precepts * Promiſes thereof, and to 
intreat and beſeech Ele& Sinners to be teconciled to 


God: 


_ 
—— 
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(b) Prov. xxviii. 18. Iſa. Iv. 7. Ads iti, 15. SAP 
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God: To lay down their Arms, and accept of the 
Terms of the Goſpel for Peace and Reconciliation, 
We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, as 
tho God did beſeech you by us: We pray you in 
Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled to God. And this is 
all I ſhall ſay on the ſecond general Head propofed, 

III. Having finiſh'd the doctrinal Part, 1 
ſhall next make Application of it, which ſhall be 
compriz'd in a twofold Addreſs, ſuitable to the pre- 
ſent Occaſion. 

Firſt, I ſhall addreſs myſelf to you, my very Re- 
yerend Fathers and Brethren, and ſhall offer but a 
few Things, to ſtir up your pure Minds by Way of 
Remembrance. Seeing Chriſt hath honoured you 
and me to be his Ambaſladors, to treat with Sinners 
about their Reconciliation to God, a Matter of 
the greateſt Importance to precious Souls; Then, 

1. Lr us all ſincerely endeavour to be reconciled 
to God ourſelves. Shall we ſtand in Chriſt's Stead 
by Office, and not be in Chriſt by Union ? Shall 
we beſeech and intreat others to be reconciled to 
God, and yet be at Enmity with him ourſelves? 
How ſad will it be, if, after we have preached the 
Goſpel to others, we ourſelves be caſt aways ? 

Anp then, as we muſt endeavour to be reconciled 


to God ; ſo we ſhould uſe the beſt Means to pro- 
mote and preſerve Peace and Unity amongſt our- 


ſelves in the Lord; endeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond vf Peace, as the Apoſtle ex- 
hotts us (i). Tis very becoming the A mbaſladors 


of Chriſt, the Prince of Peace (V, to ſtudy Peace, 


as far as is confiſtent with Truth. *Tis one of = 


— — 


* 
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IS). 
Inſtructions he gives us 0 Have Peace with one 
another. And this he leaves as a Legacy to his Diſ- 
ciples, when he was raking his Leave of th:m, Foby 
xiv, 27. Peace I heave with you, my Peace I give 

H. | 
. 2. Lr us attend, witk the utmoſt Care and 
Diligence, upon that important Work for which 
we have our Commiſſion ; The Miniſtry of Recon- 
ciliation, in praying, beſeeching and perſuac ing 
Sinners to lay aſide their natural Enmity ; to re- 
nounce and forſake their Sins, and be reconciled to 
God. And to this End, we muſt thew them the 
Miſery of their fallen Eſtate, the dreadful, dam- 
nable Nature of Sin, and the Puniſhment inevitably 
attending their Perſiſtance in it; to rouſe and awaken 
them out of their ſpiritual Slumber : Together with 
ſuitable Diſcoveries of the Mercy of God, and the 
Ability and Willingneſs of Chriſt, to ſave all them 
that come unto him by Faith, that ſo we may al- 
lure and encourage them to come in, and accept 
the Terms ot Peace. 

3. Lzr us be faithful, in the Diſcharge of all 
the Duties of our ſacred Function, in all the Parts 
of our great Truſt; for the Honour of our Lord 
and Maſter, Faithtulneſs is a chief Qualification 
of a Goſpel-Miniſter; and Chriſt expects it ot all 
thoſe whom he puts into the Miniſtry, 1 Tim. i. 12. 
Miniſters are Stewards of the Myſteries of God, and 
it is required in Stewards that a Man be found 
faithful. And the Faithfulneſs of Miniſtets ought 
to diſcover itſelf, both in their preaching, and in 
their zcalous defending the Rights and Privilege of 
the Mediator's Kingdom: ee 
C Fairy- 


Wo ” * 
<> > 


UW) Mark ix. 30. 


5 * 
9 


NY 18 
FAITHFULNESS SB chiefly confiſts in a 
free and full Declaration of the Mind and Will of 
Chriſt to his People; fairly warning them of the 
Evil and Danger of their Sins ; as the Lord enjoins 
his Prophet, I/. lviii. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift 
up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew my Peo- 
ple their Tranſgreſſion, and the Houſe of Jacob their 
Sins. We mult with-hold nothing from them that 
is neceſſary for their Salvation; not ſhuning to do- 
clare the whole Counſel of God ; in Imitation of the 
Apoſtle's Example, Ads xx. 27. But we muſt be 
ſure we declare nothing in Chriſt's Name, but what 
is his Mind and Will; keeping cloſs to our In- 
ſtructions, both in the Matter, Manner and End 
of our Miniſtry. 'The Word is not to be corrupt- 
ed to pleaſe Men: Our Buſineſs is not to make them 
our own Diſciples, but Chriſt's ; not to ſeek the Ap- 
plauſe of Men, but the Approbation of God, and 
1 the Teſtimony of our Conſcience that we have been 
1 fairhtul, and that we arc free of the Blood ot all 
4 Men. 
Ax then, as Miniſters ought to be faithful in 
preaching, ſo likewiſe in defending the Rights and 
rivileges of the Mediator's Kingdom, and con- 
x N adbering to all his precious Truths. The 
Jo Ambaſſador muſt, in every 'Thing, a& for the Ho- 
1 nour of his Prince; he muſt not give up to another 
the Powers and Privileges that belong to him; but 
ſtrenuouſly contend for the Rights of the Kingdom 
to which he belongs: So we, whom the Lord hath 
honoured to be his Ambaſfadors, muſt, in the Dit- 
charge of our ſacred Office, act zcaloufly for the 
23 Honour and Glory of Chriſt, our Lord and Kin 
We mult not reſign, nor tamely part with the jul 
Rights and Privileges of his ſpiritual Kingdom, the 


( 19 ) 

Church; But be vigilant to obſerve the Motions of 
her Enemies: And whenany Encroachments are at- 
tempted to be made upon her, we muſt not be ſilent, 
but active in our Sphere, to prevent them. We muſt 
zealouſly maintain the Purity of her Doctrine and 
Worſhip againſt ſuch as attempt to corrupt them, 
by introducing Errors, Novations or human Inven- 
tions into them: And we muſt ſtudy to preſerve 
her beautiful, comely Order ; 1 Cor. xiv. 40. the 
Apoſtle exhorts us to contend earnſtly for the Faith 
(that ps Goſpel· doctrine) that was once delivered 
unto the Saints, Jude, ver. 3. 

Ir pleaſed our gracious God to deliver to our 
worthy Anceſtors his Otdinances in Purity, as ap- 
pears by the Confe/Fon of Faith compoſed by them, 
as a moſt excellent Summary of the Doctrines and 
Principles of our holy Religion. That theſe who com- 
pil'd it were not Free- thinkers, as ſome have aver'd, 
and others not obſcurely inſinuate, may appear from 
this, that they were tied down to the Word of God, 
as their Rule; every Member of that venerable 
Aſſembly, having given his ſolemn © Promiſe or 
* Vow, in the Preſence of Almighty God, that in 
e that Aſſembly, he would maintain nothing in 
« Point of Doctrine, but what he believed to be 
« moſt agreeable to the Word of God; nor in Point 
* of Diſcipline, but what may make moſt for God's 
* Glory, and the Peace and Good of his Church. 

Tris Confeſſion of Faith, being a Part of the U- 
niformity then intended among the Churches of 
Chriſt in the three Kingdoms, was ſworn ta in the 
Solemn League and Covenant ; And by the Mercy 
of God to us, was ratified and approven, by A& 
of Parliament in Scotland, at the late happy Revo- 
lution, as the Standard e the Doctrine of this 8 

"IC; 
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nal Church, which was then re-eſtabliſhed ; ſo that 
we have th: ſame pure Principles with our godly 
Anceſtors in their beſt and pureſt Times: Let us 
thereiore hold faſt this Form of ſound Words, which 
thcie who are deviating from the Truth are ready to 
quarrel and labour to unhinge. 

Dorn not cvery Ambaſſador of Chriſt, within this 
National-Church, when he receives his Comm iſſi- 
on, ſolemunly promiſe to adhere to it, and according- 
ly ſubſcribe it as the Confeſſion of bis Faith ? Not as 
tis a human Compoſure, but becauſc (he profeſſeth) 
he believes it to be agreeable to the Word of God, 
contain'd in the ſacred Scriptures, the only Rule of 
Faith. Can he impugn theſe Principles, then, or 
labour to unhinge this valuable Standard of Truth, 
without the juſt Imputation of Diſſimulation with 
God, if not of Perjury ? I cannot help thinking, that 
ſuch unfaithful Ambaſſadors do forfeit their Com- 
miſſion; and am induced to be of this Mind, by 
ſevcra! Acts of Aſſembly made againſt Venters of 
Ert and ſuch as impugn any Article of the 
Confeſſion of Faith, in former and (a) later Times, 
Bur, Beloved Brethren, Ve are perſuaded better 
Things of you, aud Things that accompany Salva- 
tion, tho” we thus ſpeak. Let us therefore be vigi- 
lanc, faithtul and diligent in every Part of our 
Work: And let us ſincerely endeavour to live up to 
the Belief of theſe Truths, and in the Practice of 
theſe Duties ourſelves, which we teach unto o- 
1 | of, vey 

I ſhall humbly offer but a few Conſiderations, 
by which the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ſhould be ” 

CY e | cite 
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cited to be faithful 0 diligent in the Diſcharge of 
their weighty Truſt. And, "3 
1. Cons1ipxx the Neceſſity of this Duty. TI hope 
it will be owned by all, that this Duty is neceſſary: 
And, if ever it was fo, tis certainly now, when 
Satan hath ſo many Hands at Work, in Britain 
and Ireland, to corrupt the Principles of our holy 
Religion; ſome being ſo bold as to ridicule the Mi- 
racles of Chriſt, the Prince from whom we have our 
Commiſſion ; Others, reviving the Arian Hereſy, 
have denied his Godhead : Some ſet up for Deiſm, 
intending, at one Blow, to cut down Chriſtianity 
by the Root, while they refuſe to admit of any I hing 
in Religion, that ever was controverted ; as the 
moſt Part of the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion have been, by ſome or other : And ſame, in 
a near Affinity with them, do practically reje& 
Divine Revelation, and revive the Socinian Error, 
while they make Reaſon the Rule. 

Now, when ſuch damnable Errors are ſpred thro” 
the Nation ; when ſuch Attempts are made againſt 
our Religion, as to bring our Principles to the 
Touch ſtone of Reaſon ; Is it not moſt neceſſary to 
follow the Apoſtle's Direction, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, 
be ſtrong. As every Chriltian, in his Station, 
ought to be watchful againſt Errors in Doctrine and 
Practice ; ſo this, my Revercnd Brethren, is more 
eſpecially required of the Guides of the Church, 
whom the Lord hath made Hatchmen, moſt ſtrictly 


en joyning them to perform their Duty with Dili- 


gence, to give her taithful warning when Danger 
approacheth, and to endeayour to put a ſpeedy Stop 
to Errors and Novations, by cenſuring the Pro- 
moters of ſuch Doctrines and Practices as are not 

agree 


| a 1 ) 

2 to the Analogy of Faith, and the Laws 

Chriſt's Kingdom. | 

I ſhall but add to this Head, That when the 
Venters of Error are overlooked, and not timeouſſy 
check d by the Judicatories of Chriſt's Houſe, 
(which might be prudently done without the leaſt 
Breach of Peace and Unity) they are ready to think 
the Church doth * them, according to the 
Saying, Qui tacel confentire videtur: And fo, 
both they and others, will readily be encouraged 
to make further Advances in theſe dangerous Ways, 
till the Torrent of Corruption become ſo ſtrong that 
it may not be eaſy to ſtop it. The Poet's Advice 
is good, and not unſuitable to the preſent Caſe ; 


Principiis obſta : Sero medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras, 


2. ConsIpex, That there is a Reckoning-day a 
coming, when we muſt give an Account to God, 
how we have managed the Work committed to our 
Truſt. The Apoſtle tells us (a), That we watch 
for Souls, as they that muſt give an Account : We 
muſt make an Account of our Succeſs, at leaſt of 
our Diligence in dealing with Sinners to be recon- 
Ciled to God. It will therefore be our Intereſt to 
ſtudy to manage our Truſt, fo as we make our Ac- 
count with Foy, and not with Grief. The Apoſtle 
makes uſe of this Agrument, 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. We 
enuſt all appear before the Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
(faith he) that every one may receive the Things 
none in bis Body, according to that he hath done, 


whether 
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( 23 ) 
whether it be good or bad: Knowing therefore the 
Terror of the Lord, we perſuade Men. Let the 
Conſideration of that Day, and the Account which 
will then be required of us, excite us to Faith- 
oy and Diligence in the whole of our miniſtetial 
Work. 

3. Conspxx the Danger of our being unfaithful, 
ot negligent in the Execution of our Embaſſy. Chriſt 
will appoint the unfaithful (b), unprofitable Servant 
bis Portion with Hypocrites : He will order bim 
to be caſt into utter Darkneſs : Where there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. The Lord made 
the Prophet Ezekiel an Ambaſſador and Watch- 
man to the Houſe of Iſrael ; and ſee how he charges 
him, Ezek. xxxiii. 8, 9. T hou ſhall receive the 
Word at my Mouth, and warn them from me. I ben 
I [ay unto the Wicked, O wicked Man, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die; If thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the Wicked 
from bis Way, that wicked Man ſhall dy in bis Ini- 

uity, but bis Blood will I require at thine Hand. 
ft Souls periſh throꝰ our Negled to give them faith- 
ful Warning, to be ſure, we will be puniſhed with 
the Loſs of ours ; which is a Loſs that can never be 
repaired, tho” we ſhould gain the whole World at 
that Expence : Whereas, ſaith he, F thon warn the 
Wicked of bis Way, to turn from it; if be do nat 
turn from bis Way, be ſhall die in his Iniquity, but 
thou haſt delivered thy Soul. Surcly, my very Re- 
verend Brethren, the Conſideration of theſe "Things 
ſhould rouſe us effectually, and excite us continuaſſy 
to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours, in the ſedulous Ap- 
plication of all the appointed Means, to bring Sin- 
ners 
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(3) Matth. xxir. 51. and Chap, xxv. 30. 
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ners into a State of Reconciliation and Peace with 
God ; That fo (c) we may both ſave our own Souls, 
and the Souls of them that hear us. 
4 Cons1Dxx the great and glorious Reward pro- 
vided for, and promiſed to all the faithful Am- 
baſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, When Ambaſſadors are 
faithtul and ſucceſsful in their Embaſly, they are 
uſually received by their Prince and People with 
Acclamations of Joy ; and have great Honours and 
Rewards tor their Service: Even fo, if Chriſt's Am- 
baſſadors be faithful in their Truſt, great Honour 
and Glory will be put upon them, when they make 
their Account to their Lord and Maſter. The 
Prophet Daniel, ſpeaking of the Reſurrection, ſays 
(d), And they that be wiſe (or Teachers) ſball 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever. Which intimates, not only that 
every faithful Teacher, that winneth Souls, ſhall 
have al glorious Reward ; but alſo, that there are 
Degrees of Glory in Heaven; and that ſuch as be 
diligent and faithful Inſtruments of the Converſion 
of many, by their Doctrine and holy Example, 
ſhall have a ſupereminent Degree of Glory put upon 
them. They ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
dom of their heavenly Father, for ever and ever. 
It we keep the Faith, we ſhall at length (e) receive 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs (F); a Crown of Life, 
which our Lord hath promiſed to ſuch as are faith- 
ful unto Death; nay (g) a Crown of Glory that 
fadeth not away. This Crown of Life implies a 
| tran- 
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(e) 1 Tim. iv. 16. (4) Dan. xii. 3. (e) 2 Tim. iv. 7, 
3. (F) Rev. ii. 10. (g) 1 Pet. v. 4. 
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tranſcendant Degree of Glory, which the Torghs 
of the moſt eloquent Oratot cannot expreſs (5); 
For mortal Eyes have not ſeen it, nor have the moſf 
enlarged Capacities of the Children of Men, in this 
World, been able ro conceive fully of it. This 
is the Privilege of glorified Souls. | Nen 
Tno', perhaps, our Succeſs may not be ſo great 
as we could wiſh; yet, if we be diligent in cur 
Endeayours, and faithful in our Embaſly, we ſhall 
deliver our own Souls: And our Lord will ſay to 
us at the laſt Day, as Matth. xxv. 21. Well dont 
thou good and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faith- 
ful over a few Things, I will make thee Ruler over 
many Things: Enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord, 
Let us always keep chis glorious Reward in View, 
to animate our faithful Endeavours to perſuade elect 
inners to be reconciled to God. ITho' we are to 
ove and ſerve God chiefly for himſelf, and thoſe 
glorious Perfections that are in him; yet the Scrip- 
ture ſhews us, that (i) Moſes, Paul, and others of 
the Godly, have had Reſpe# to the Recompence of 
the Reward, | 
Secondly, Having thus far ſpoke to my Reve- 
rend Brethren, I ſhall in the next Place, addreſs 
my ſelf to the reſt of my Audience, and lay be- 
fore you a few of theſe Duties, which ought to be 
rformed on your Part. Seeing Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are Chriſt's Ambaſladors, ent to treat with 
ou about your Reconciliation to God, then ſurely 


It is your ty, T 
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0 1 Cor. ii. 9. 0 Heb. xi. 46. Phil. iii. 14. Hebs. 
Ii. 14, 15, 16. | 
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all due Honour and e& to th 
To gr. of Miniſters + way high? PD 
my 85 and their Parts but AAchpicable; 
their ( cc i honograble : They are the A mbaſſa- 
dars of Chriſt, Great Honour and Reſpect is due to 
them on the Account of their Office and Employ- 
ment far you; They watch for your Saxls, as they 
that wuft give an Account, Heb. xiti. 17. There- 
fore you mult obey them, and be ſubje& to them 
in the Lord. Me beſeech you, Brethren, ſaith che 
Apoſtle, 40 know them, that is, acknowledge and 
rip them, which labour among you, and are over 
in the Lord, and admontſh you, aud eſicem the is 
Very hight in Love for their Work's Sake (H. The 
End and Deſign of ticir Labour is the Balyation of 
Souls. 

2. You muſt heatken diligently yato then 
hile they propoſe unto you the Terms of Peace an 
Neon den to God. When they ſpeak unto 
vou 770 to their Iuſtructious, yo cugh ought (with 


che gloni aus) to wy the Vord gelbe 
them, nat as the Word of Men, but, as it is is 
ruth, the Nord of God (1). Tho' Miniſters are 
Mow of lice Paſſions with you, yet "tis plain from 
our Text, that zhey ſtand in Chriſt's Stead. They 
that bear Chriſt's Miniſters ſpeaking, according ro 
the Analogy of Faith, hear Chriſt himſelf, Luke 
*. 16. He that beareth you, beareth we, faith he, 
be that deſpiſe:b you, 168 me. And how 
ead{ul a Thing it is to deſpiſe Chrilt. you may 

in cb. x. 28, 29. He that deſpiſed Mofes Law, 
ded without I" under two or three Witneſſes : 
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4) x Theil. i iii. 12, 13. (!) t Thell. ii. 13. 
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Of Bow much ſerer Alone, ppoſe 4 , all he 
i thought worthy, who hath trodem under Fo the 
Sn of Dod, and bath counted the Blood of the Co- 
N wherewith be was ſanctiſſed, aw unholy 
mg : a 
; +: Any ſince God has given to each of you 
2 diftretive Fudgment, you may examine and t 
the Doctrines you hear; not, indeed, by the Kul: 
of human Reaſon, which; I have told you alrcady, 
is wholly inſufficient to judge in the Erbe of 
Faith; — bring the Doctrines you doubt of, to 
the Louch-ſtone of the Word, like the noble Be- 
#tans, who ſearched the Seriptures daily, to fee x 
Things were ſo as was taught them by Paul, As 
vii. t 1. And finding them agrecable to the Standard 
of Truth, embrace them, as if Chr iſt himſelf de- 
Tivered them in Perſon. ; 
3. Ir you find, upon an exact and impartial 
Trial, that you have embraced the Terms of Peace, 
and ſo are in a State of. Reconciliation to God; 
and that the Miniſtry of the Goſpel hath been the 
Mean to bring you into that happy Condition; 
Then bleſs God, and be very thankful. Admire 
Ris free Grace and electing Love, which is the very 
Spring of your Reconciliation: Adore his infinite 
Wiſdom in finding out this Way of Salvation thro” 
4 Redeemer ; and his matchleſs Love in giving his 
own Son, to purchaſe your Redemption and Recon- 
eiliation by the Price of his precious Blood. Mag- 
hify the ineffable Love of Chriſt, which diſcovers 
itſelf in the Work of Redemption, which moved 
him to undertake ſo cheerfully for you, to dic ſo 
willingly in your Room and Stead ; and to ſend 
forth his Ambaſſadors to beſeech and pray you to 
de t&concile to God. Whatever Reſpe& is due 
D 2 unto 
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nato Means and Inſtruments, aſcribe not the Glory 
to them; but to God alone. The Apoſtle tells us, 
that we have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not of 
ws, 2 Cor, iv. 7. And whatever Power and Efficacy 
the Goſpel hath to reconcile Men to God, it de- 
tives it trom the Spirit of God, whoſe Co-opera- 
tion and Bleſſing gives it all the Fruit that it hath; 
And therefore give God all the Fraiſe. 
4. J ſhall conclude with a Word to ſuch of 
ou as have not accepted the Offers of Peace; 
t continue in a State of Nature and Enmity 
againſt God. I addrcſs you in the Words of my 
Text, We pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God, I ſhall' offer but two Things to enforce 
this Duty ; | 
1. CoNnsIDER, That tho' ye have long refuſed, 
at leaſt neglected to comply with the Terms of 
Peace, yet I Reconciliation with God is 
attainable ; The Treaty is not yet ended, nor the 
the Door of Mercy finally ſhut : But, if ye continue 
to negle&, or refuſe to comply with his Offers, the 
Day is haſting apace when God will treat with you 
no more, nor ſend you another Offer of Peace and 
Reconciliation : And then your Caſe will be ſad 
and lamentable. © ' J | 
2. Consives, That while you are in a State of 
Enmity, unreconciled to God, you are unfit for 
every good Duty, and uncapable of ahy ſpiritual 
Privilege: Your Prayers and other Duties will be 
unacceptable to God; and, if you die in that de- 
piorable State, you will periſh eternally : Whereas, 
if you comply with the Terms of Peace and Recon- 
Giliation with God, your Duties will be ſavoury 
ind acceptable to him; you have a Right and 9 | 
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to all Goſpel-privileges ; . may enjoy ſweet Com 
munion and Fellowſhip with the Lord in them, 
while you are in this lower World, and eternal 
Communion with Gad the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, with the glorious Angels, and with other 
glorificd Saints in Heaven hereafter. 

Now, to God the Father, who, by the Blood of 
his Son, harh reconciled us to himſelf ; to God the 
Son, who hath merited Reconciliation for us, and 
ſent his Ambaſſadors to preach and publiſh it; to 
God the Holy Ghoſt, who, by his powertul Influ- 
ences, can make their Preaching an effectual Mean 
to perſuade ele& Sinners to be reconciled to God x 
To this ſacred Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Tri- 
nity, be all the Honour and Glory due for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


N 


2 


